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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.
As 2017 began, Cyprus entered its 53rd year as a politically separated nation and its 43rd year as a physically divided country. Long under the
auspices of the United Nations, unification talks progressed from a period of stalemate, suspension, missed opportunities, and general pessimism
beginning in 2012 to a period of new energy and an atmosphere of high but cautious optimism by the end of 2016. This optimism was due to the
apparent personal relationship between Republic of Cyprus President Nicos Anastasiades and Mustafa Akinci, leader of the Turkish Cypriots, and
their commitment to achieving a settlement. A flurry of intense negotiations between December 2016 and January 2017 in Geneva led many
observers to note that the two Cypriot leaders appeared to have come closer to reaching a settlement. For the first time formal discussions took
place on the sensitive issues of territory, including the presentation of maps noting territorial adjustments, and security. The Geneva talks also were
historic because on January 12, 2017, a five-party conference was convened with the participation of the guarantor powers, Great Britain, Greece,
and Turkey. For the first time, Turkey engaged in a dialogue with representatives of the Republic of Cyprus (which Ankara does not recognize). The
European Union (EU) also participated in the meetings for the first time. However, the Geneva negotiations ended over a dispute on an extraneous
issue and because neither side appeared ready to make necessary concessions on security. Some also believed that the breakdown was due to the
fact that Ankara could not seriously negotiate on security guarantees and troop withdrawals until aFer a mid-April vote on a constitutional
referendum in Turkey. After Geneva, talks between Anastasiades and Akinci resumed...
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