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Random House USA Inc, United States, 2002. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 206 x 130 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.Few scientific topics since the theory of biological evolution have inspired as much controversy as artificial intelligence has. Even now,
fiEy years aEer the term first made its appearance in academic journals, many philosophers and more than a few prominent scientists and
soEware programmers dismiss the pursuit of thinking machines as the modern-day equivalent of medieval alchemists hunt for the philosopher s
stone-a pursuit based more on faith than on skeptical inquiry. In Arguing A.I., journalist Sam Williams charts both the history of artificial intelligence
from its scientific and philosophical roots and the history of the A.I. debate. He examines how and why the tenor of the debate has changed over the
last half-decade in particular, as scientists are struggling to take into account the latest breakthroughs in computer science, information
technology, and human biology. For every voice predicting machines like 2001 s HAL within the next twenty to thirty years, others have emerged
with more pessimistic forecasts. From artificial intelligence s pioneers John McCarthy and Marvin Minsky, to futurist authors Ray Kurzweil and Hans
Moravec, to soEware architects Bill Joy and Jaron Lanier, Arguing A.I. introduces readers to the people participating in the current debate, both
proponents and critics of A.I. who are changing the way computers think and the way we think about computers. Ultimately, Arguing A.I. is as much
a history of thought as it is a history of science. Williams notes that many of the questions plaguing modern scientists and soEware programmers
are the same questions that have concerned scientists and philosophers since time immemorial: What are the fundamental limitations of science
and scientific inquiry? What is the nature of intelligence?...
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