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of observed phenomena, including the abundance of light elements, the cosmic microwave background, large scale structure, and Hubble s Law. If
the known laws of physics are extrapolated beyond where they are valid, there is a singularity. Modern measurements place this moment at
approximately 13.8 billion years ago, which is thus considered the age of the universe. After the initial expansion, the universe cooled sufficiently to
allow the formation of subatomic particles, and later simple atoms. Giant clouds of these primordial elements later coalesced through gravity to
form stars and galaxies. It is the Big Bang Model that gives the best description of our known universe. This book is designed to be a state of the art,
superb academic reference work and provide an overview of the topic and give the reader a structured knowledge to familiarize yourself with the
topic at the most affordable price possible. The accuracy and knowledge is of an international viewpoint as the edited articles represent the inputs
of many knowledgeable individuals and some of the most current knowledge on the topic, based on the date of publication.
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