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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****. Washington Square is a short novel by Henry James. Originally published in 1880 as a serial in Cornhill Magazine and Harper s New
Monthly Magazine, it is a structurally simple tragicomedy that recounts the conflict between a dull but sweet daughter and her brilliant,
unemotional father. The plot of the novel is based upon a true story told to James by his close friend, British actress Fanny Kemble.[1] The book is
often compared with Jane Austen s work for the clarity and grace of its prose and its intense focus on family relationships. James was not a great
fan of Washington Square itself. He tried to read it over for inclusion in the New York Edition of his fiction (1907-1909) but found that he could not,
and the novel was not included. Other readers, though, have sufficiently enjoyed the book to make it one of the more popular works of the
Jamesian canon.Dr. Austin Sloper, a wealthy and highly successful physician, lives in Washington Square, New York, with his daughter Catherine.
Catherine is a sweet-natured young woman who is a great disappointment to her father, being physically plain and, he believes, dull in terms of
personality and intellect. His sister, Lavinia Penniman, a meddlesome woman with a weakness for romance and melodrama, is the only other
member of the doctor s household. One day, Catherine meets the charming Morris Townsend at a party and is powerfully drawn to him. Townsend
courts Catherine. Sloper strongly disapproves, believing Townsend to be a selfish idler who is after Catherine s money alone. Penniman, however,
regards the situation as romantic, and continually meddles in an attempt to bring the two together. When Townsend...
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